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Rachel Howser
S t a f f  W r i t e r
It is once again first week at Rose.  Upper-classmen are getting back into the swing of things, sophomores are beginning the 
dreaded systems classes, and the freshmen 
are being bombarded with more homework 
and harder quizzes than they thought possi-
ble.  In addition to class work, all of the clubs, 
sports teams, sororities, and fraternities are 
scrambling to recruit new members.  
Between classes, battling recruiters, Hal-
lympics, and meeting new friends, the fresh-
men are no doubt overwhelmed.    Freshmen 
civil engineering major Andria Smith stated, 
“Although it’s only been a few days of school, 
it feels like it’s been months.  But I’m looking 
forward to new experiences at Rose!”  
Freshmen are not the only new faces on 
campus.  Rose has hired several new faculty 
members.  When asked about her experienc-
es so far, Sue Niezgoda, civil engineering pro-
fessor, said, “I have found Rose to be a very 
welcoming community.  Faculty, staff, and 
students have been very helpful and made 
my first days here that much easier.”






Facebook to allow 




  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
Students wait in eager anticipation for the start 
of classes for the 2007-2008 school year.  The 
Rose-Hulman student body numbers 1910 with 
476 of those being freshmen.
Albert Mui / Rose Thorn
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Putin doing what he does best
“Bioshock”-errific








A doctor associated with the Sports 
Legacy Institute released an analysis 
of deceased pro-wrestler Chris Ben-
oit’s brain. The analysis suggests that 
Benoit suffered from multiple concus-
sions. Dr. Robert Cantu said that the 
amount of brain damage Benoit had 
could cause depression and irrational 
behavior. Cantu also stated that, re-
gardless of the results, there’s no way 
to prove that the concussions contrib-
uted to Benoit killing his family.  The 
wrestler’s brain also showed similar 
characteristics to three pro football 
players who committed suicide. 
The people behind the popular so-
cial networking site, Facebook, have 
decided to create a limited public 
listing service that will be available 
to people not logged in to the site. 
The listing will also be available to 
view through search engines such as 
Google and Yahoo!. This is a signifi-
cant change for the website since it 
has previously denied access to the 
major Internet search engines. A site 
engineer for Facebook stressed that 
the listing service will contain less in-
formation than someone will see right 
after signing up. Additionally, users 
will have complete control over their 
public listing. 
Microsoft announced on Wednes-
day that it will be dropping the price 
of their 30 GB portable media player, 
Zune, to $200. This price cut came 
right on the heels of an expected an-
nouncement of revamped iPod and 
iPod Nanos by Apple. According to Mi-
crosoft, the price cut is all part of their 
normal product lifecycle. The com-
pany had confirmed in July that an 
updated Zune model will be released 
by Thanksgiving and Christmas in the 
United States, however, very little is 
known about the new devices. 
Homework Hotline opens doors to interested students
Patrick Zacherl, a sophmore 
chemical engineer, is back at 
work in the lab during week 1.
Albert Mui / Rose Thorn
back in the swing of things
The seasoned upperclassmen had a slightly different view 
on starting classes.  Junior chemical engineering major Mar-
cus Zink claimed, “It’s nice to get to see all my friends again, 
but let’s be honest, no one actually wants to go back to class.” 
However, even the Rose-Hulman veterans came back to 
Rose this year to find a number of new things.  Offices have 
moved, buildings have been added on to, and a new coffee 
stand.  In addition, the treacherous asphalt and railroad ties 
stairs that used to run between Deming Hall and the library 
have been upgraded to the evenly spaced concrete variety.   
Many students are looking forward to a busy quarter.  Senior 
mechanical engineering major Brandon Couch stated, “Even 
though I am starting my last quarter here at Rose, I know I will 
miss it all when the next 11 weeks fly by.”
Michael Lockhart, senior biomedical engineer and tutor for the 
Homework Hotline, shows interested freshman engineering phys-
ics major Joseph Summa the ropes at this week’s open house.
Christina Davis/ Rose Thorn
Chris Casillas
C o p y  E d i t o r
This past Monday and Wednesday, the Home-work Hotline opened 
its doors and hosted an open 
house for students to come 
see what it would be like to 
work at the Hotline.  The 
Homework Hotline has been 
in existence since 1991 and 
has answered thousands of 
calls and hundreds of emails. 
The Homework Hotline fo-
cuses on math and science 
help for Indiana students in 
elementary and high school 
and has over 550 textbooks 
on-hand donated by publish-
ers, which consist of all the 
titles adopted by the Indiana 
schools.
Adam Ford, a senior me-
chanical engineering stu-
dent, was one of the supervi-
sors working during the open 
house.  “I enjoy helping other 
students, especially high 
schoolers with math and sci-
ence.”
Students who work for at 
least one year can become 
supervisors.  The supervisors 
have many duties in addi-
tion to the responsibilities 
of a traditional tutor.  Ford 
described the tasks of a su-
pervisor:  “They have to work 
at least two nights, answer 
emails, provide assistance to 
tutors that are struggling or 
not familiar with the math or 
science problem, give daily 
announcements, and make 
sure the call center is a posi-
tive atmosphere, meaning no 
frustrations.  They also mon-
itor calls, take daily statistics 
of calls such as how many 
calls, emails, et cetera.”
Rachael Krasich, a senior 
chemistry major student, 
is also a supervisor for the 
homework hotline.  “We 
troubleshoot calls with par-
ents, the phones, and deal 
with prank callers.”  The ho-
tline has on average two to 
three prank callers a night, 
with a large number of prank 
calls when the Hotline first 
opened on Sunday Septem-
ber 2.
Continued on Page 3...
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays







































3 bd., spacious, quiet for study, EXTRA NICE!  
Call 232-6977 after 11 am.  Please leave ph #.
House for rent
CLASSIFIEDS
Find the answers 








Using addition (+), subtraction (-), multiplication (x), 
and division (/), solve each puzzle by using all the 
given numbers only once to equal the Magic Number. 
(Hint: it’s the number in the box.)
1 - 2 -3 -4 bedroom apts. $390 and up some include all 
utilities but lights. NO pets. Gibson Apts 234-4884.
Gibson Apartments
Room for rent in a three bedroom house. $250 per 
month. Utilities paid. Ten minutes from campus. Non-
tobacco user. No pets. (812) 201-4676.
Room for rent
Puzzle 1
The numbers are already in the correct order. Just in-
sert the operators in the blanks provided.
11 ___ 80 ___ 5 ___ 39 ___ 95 = -48
Puzzle 2
Now, it gets trickier. The numbers are now out of order. Re-
arrange the numbers and insert the correct operators
22     54     84     11     13  = 158
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
Need cash? Got work study? 
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76 percent of the 
calls are math-re-
lated…There were 
over 43,000 calls 
last year, which is 
up about 3.6 per-
cent of two years 
ago.
H A L L Y M P I C S
BATTLE OF THE RESIDENCE HALLS!
Tiffany Parrott
S t a f f  W r i t e r
This week, all residence halls participated in ac-
tivities across campus. Monday’s games were tug-of-war 
and dodgeball; Tuesday featured Consumer Challenge and Barrel 
Thing; Wednesday was RA Hunt and Karaoke, and Thurs-
day was the relay race.  Sloan Ball, a freshman me-
chanical engineer, commented on the eat-
ing contest, “It was a lot of fun. I ate 
twelve White Castles, and I 
was disappointed that 
I couldn’t get 
more.” 





“I tutored a lot in high school 
and enjoyed it.  So, when I got 
to Rose and found there was an 
opportunity to continue help-
ing students by tutoring I ap-
plied for a position,” explained 
Krasich.
According to Katie Radem-
acher-Smith, the assistant di-
rector of the Homework Hot-
line, there is a 50 percent mix 
between high school and el-
ementary school calls a night. 
“We receive an average of 300 to 
400 calls on a weeknight at ap-
proximately 10 minutes a call… 
and approximately 30 e-mails a 
night.”
“We are looking to replace 
the graduated seniors and we 
look closest at the freshman 
and sophomores because they 
are the closet to the material,” 
explains Radenmacher-Smith, 
“The class year percentage of 
workers varies year to year, but 
we have more freshman and 
sophomores working for us.” 
Susan Smith, the director of 
the Homework Hotline, pro-
vided statistics about the pre-
vious year.  “Ninety-six percent 
of the e-mails are from Indiana, 
76 percent of the calls are math 
related with algebra one being 
the most prominent followed by 
algebra two and then geometry. 
There were over 43,000 calls last 
year, which is up about 3.6 per-
cent of two years ago.”
“It’s really exciting to see all 
the energy here,” explained 
Smith about working with the 
tutors.
Nick Wahl, a freshman me-
chanical engineering student, 
is planning on working for the 
Homework Hotline.  “I just 
think it’s a really neat opportu-
nity that Rose offers this service 
on campus.  It is a great oppor-
tunity for Rose students to help 
other people.”  Wahl had the op-
portunity to listen to calls and 
see the tutors in action.
The Homework Hotline is in 
the process of hiring new tutors, 
especially from the sophomore 
and freshman class to meet 
their worker average of 30 tu-
tors an evening.  They currently 
have approximately 25 to 28 tu-
tors working a night.
Ryan Schultz
N e w s  E d i t o r
Genre-defying games come 
about once in a blue moon in the 
gaming world, but when they do, 
they’re either hailed as brilliant 
innovations or jeered as colossal 
failures.
“Bioshock” is a genre-defying 
game that successfully combines 
elements of an adventure game, 
a hardcore first-person shooter, 
horror, and philosophy into a 
sleek, sophisticated package that 
rarely regresses to mainstream 
videogame tropes.  It is the 
“thinking man’s shooter,” an in-
telligent mix of the best of “Myst,” 
“Doom,” “Metroid: Prime,” “Be-
jeweled,” and “Half-Life 2.”  
You are a nameless hero mys-
teriously marooned in the mid-
dle of the ocean by a catastroph-
ic plane crash.  You seek refuge 
in a lighthouse, which actually 
serves as the sea-level gateway 
to an underwater city (Rapture) 
built by self-enlightened in-
dustrialist Andrew Ryan.  But, 
despite the city’s obvious gran-
deur, it becomes quickly appar-
ent that something has warped 
the dream into a nightmare.  It 
becomes your task to solve the 
city’s mysteries without dying in 
the process. 
The conflict in Rapture centers 
around a mysterious substance 
called ADAM, a source of incred-
ible genetic power.  It serves as 
the genetic currency of Rapture, 
allowing the citizens to evolve 
their bodies (splicing) beyond 
what is natural (or human).  But 
ADAM cannot be manufactured. 
To produce more, the sea slugs 
which secrete the substance 
must be implanted in the stom-
achs of little girls, called “Little 
Sisters,” who harvest ADAM from 
the prolific corpses lying around 
Rapture and are protected by ar-
mor-wearing giants called “Big 
Daddies,” who are as terrifying as 
they are tragic.
But “Bioshock” is more than a 
simple horror-survival game with 
a cookie-cutter bad guy. “Bio-
shock” is an adventure, a world 
where the user can choose how 
much (or how little) of the story 
of Rapture to uncover.  Scattered 
throughout Rapture are audio 
journals that give first-hand ac-
counts of the events leading up 
to the current civil war.  These are 
chilling and evocative, providing 
enough detail to be gut-wrench-
ing while also stimulating the 
imagination (the same formula 
that makes Hitchcock movies so 
terrifying).
The world of Rapture sets a 
new bar for immersion and de-
tail, one-upping “Half-Life 2” and 
“Metroid: Prime.”  As the game’s 
hero, you can interact with every-
thing, search every cabinet, cub-
by, drawer, or corpse and gather 
all sorts of goodies.  You can even 
hack machines so that they work 
for you—a vending machine will 
drop its prices, a turret will shoot 
splicers instead of you.  Hack-
ing is done via a neat minigame, 
which becomes progressively 
harder and never tedious. 
Based on the (heavily modi-
fied) Unreal engine, “Bioshock” 
on Xbox 360 has some of the best 
graphics of any game on any con-
sole to date.  Models are detailed, 
textures are vivid, and the frame 
rate is rock solid.  As to the en-
vironment, the “Bioshock” team 
could have very easily made Rap-
ture pristine, a sealed off cocoon 
at the bottom of the ocean.  But 
instead, the team put water ev-
erywhere—a leak in the ceiling, 
a waterfall down a flight of stairs, 
a puddle on the floor—an expo-
nentially harder thing to do, and 
a significant achievement.  The 
water effects are simply stunning 
(jaw-dropping at worst).
Unfortunately, like many Xbox 
360 releases, the graphics in 
“Bioshock” do have a few (and 
far-between) sometimes unin-
tentionally funny bugs.  Drop a 
splicer with a couple of shots to 
the head and his arm might flail 
around for a while on the ground 
before lying still.  Kill a Big Daddy 
and his body might float about 
an inch off the ground, or his hel-
met might intersect a wall.  Dur-
ing extended periods of play, I’ve 
noticed that sometimes textures 
do not load right away, resulting 
in this weird phong-shaded thing 
hanging in space.
With today’s emphasis on 
graphics, sound is sometimes the 
“middle child” in gaming devel-
opment—oftentimes overlooked. 
Fortunately, this is not the case 
in “Bioshock”.  The voice acting 
is top-notch stuff.  Explosions 
and gunfire have enough bass to 
make even a small firefight excit-
ing.  And the music—a combi-
nation of 1950s pop and jazz as 
well as sinister ambient textur-
ing—sets the mood perfectly ev-
ery step of the way.  The sound is 
so detailed, you can actually use 
it during combat; it is an asset 
rather than a distraction.  My one 
complaint is that the Little Sisters 
only have about a dozen phrases 
that they can say—that gets really 
old really fast.
As a shooter, “Bioshock” is me-
diocre—maybe as good as “Halo.” 
But the beauty of “Bioshock”’s 
combat system is the AI and the 
myriad of weapons available at 
your disposal.  As you progress 
through the game, you gain a 
number of superpowers in addi-
tion to your personal stockpile 
of firearms.  Being creative in 
defending yourself from splicers 
makes the game infinitely more 
interesting (I personally like 
lighting people on fire, watching 
them run to a pool of water, then 
electrocuting them).
So what makes “Bioshock” a 
masterpiece?  After all, nothing 
I’ve said is truly revolutionary, 
and the game borrows its most 
technologically advanced pieces 
(the Unreal Engine and the Hav-
oc Physics Engine) from other 
games.
I said earlier that “Bioshock” is 
the “thinking man’s shooter.”  Un-
like “Halo,” which is little more 
than an unfettered shoot-‘em-
up, “Bioshock” has a rich story 
that is derived not from science 
fiction or pop culture, but from 
literature.  Ayn Rand and her best 
work, “Atlas Shrugged,” heavily 
influenced the game and hom-
age to her work is paid in spades, 
sometimes obviously (in Andrew 
Ryan’s propaganda strewn about 
Rapture), sometimes subtly (the 
game’s dramatic art deco archi-
tecture).  “Bioshock” also con-
tains numerous allegorical ref-
erences to the Bible, sometimes 
shrouding religious characters 
in Objectivism’s black-and-white 
life outlook, leading to contra-
dictions within characters that 
can never be resolved and thus 
resulting in their descent into 
madness.  Never before have I 
played a game where I could dis-
cuss the motives of the charac-
ters—it’s usually plainly obvious. 
If you don’t have a background 
in Rand’s work or a working re-
ligious knowledge, “Bioshock” is 
still a great game, but you’ll be 
missing an enormous piece of 
the puzzle.
If you’re looking for a great 
game to tide you over during the 
wait for “Halo 3,” “Bioshock” is 
the title for you.  It is the Xbox 
360’s killer app at the moment, 
with great sound, amazing graph-
ics, and a story with more layers 
than a good book—it’s a game 
that will stick to your ribs when 
you’re done playing. Other than 
a few minor quirks, it is a flaw-
less masterpiece, destined to be 
game of the year.  It belongs on 
your shelf.
Bioshock combines fast-paced action and 
thought-provoking detail
The Rose ThornENTERTAINMENT
Above:  The game offers some mind-bending segments for players.
Below: The ubiquitous Big Daddy and  Little Sister pairing. 
www.gamespot.com
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Inpulse
Takes the Hatfield 
stage
Photos by Isaac Sachs
Christine Price
G u e s t  W r i t e r
Hello!  I’m Christine Price, 
and I shall hopefully be writ-
ing frequent personal finance 
articles filled with useful things 
that will help you save and ac-
quire money. 
This week’s useful thing is free 
stuff.  I love free stuff.  It’s lovely 
for so many reasons- there’s the 
joy of the hunt, the freeness, and 
the stuff can be nice too.  Here’s 
a few hints on how to get stuff 
for free without stealing:
1) Stop by the school store. 
Sometimes there will be a bas-
ket on the counter with free 
samples.  They can be gender 
specific, unfortunately.  I re-
member there was Axe samples 
last year, and later they had la-
dy’s shaving gel.  The other day 
there was a box filled with free 
post-it sample kits in front of 
Health Services.  Maybe it is still 
there.  Maybe not.  Go over to 
Health Services to find out!
2) Head over to Health Ser-
vices any way!  If you are ill or 
bleeding or whatever they can 
hook you with drugs or Band-
Aids, and if you are in good 
health you can still pick up a 
free pamphlet for education or 
amusement.
3) Go to Rose things!  There’s 
often a free t-shirt or free food 
involved.  Don’t need another 
free shirt?  Get creative.  Cut it 
up for a stylish dish towel.  Make 
a blanket for you doggie that is 
stuck back home.  Wear it while 
cooking messy food.  Sew a quilt 
or a handbag.
4) Look on the internet.  www.
freesamplesite.com can link you 
to some nifty offers.  You might 
also get lucky with a site like 
Craigslist.
5) Dumpster dive.  I’m not a 
huge fan of this, as I assume it 
can be time consuming, smelly, 
and generally odd.  But it can be 
useful, and the recycling helps 
the environment.  Right now 
our dorm room has some use-
ful shelves that somebody had 
placed next to a dumpster, and 
some free carpet scavenged 
from outside a carpet store. 
That’s at least $75 savings right 
there!
6) Volunteer.  You might get 
some sort of non-monetary pay-
ment.  A great example of this is 
a friend back home that volun-
teered at the Butterfly House all 
summer, and was thus allowed 
to let in some friends for free. 
She didn’t actually benefit, but 
I’m sure her kindness will be re-
membered when it comes time 
to give her holiday gifts. 
7) Go to the career fair.  Un-
like the career fairs in high 
school (where the game was to 
amass as much promotional 
material as possible) you want 
your main focus to actually be 
learning about the companies, 
but be sure to accept any inter-
esting things they are handing 
out.  Last year I got, amongst 
other things, a toolkit, a lunch 
box, and a cute water bottle, 
all of which have come in 
very useful.  Even better, they 
seemed like interesting compa-
nies, and this way I won’t forget 
their names. 
Pandora offers unique 
Internet radio for free
Rachel Howser
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Over the summer I became 
acquainted with an incredible 
new way listen to music, an 
online service called Pandora.  
Pandora is an automated in-
ternet radio station and music 
recommendation service cre-
ated by The Music Genome 
Project and located at http://
www.pandora.com.   
To use the website, one sim-
ply enters a favorite artist or 
song and Pandora then plays 
songs that 
share musical 
similar it ies. 
The user can 
then choose 
to either give 









songs with similar character-
istics.  A thumbs down rating 
results with that song never 
being played again and fewer 
similar songs being played.   
One can also choose to tag an 
overplayed song so that it will 
not be played again until the 
following month.
Unfortunately, there are a 
few limitations to the service.  
First of all, users can only skip 
six songs per hour due to recent 
restrictions on internet radio 
licenses.  Another negative as-
pect is that it is impossible for 
users to fast forward, rewind, or 
repeat songs.  The most frustrat-
ing aspect is that a user cannot 
choose a specific song to listen 
to, only the type of song.  
D e s p i t e 
a few nega-
tive aspects, 
I have found 
Pandora to 
be a great 
resource for 








obscure music from a variety of 
time periods and genres.  After 
minimal user input, Pandora 
picks basically only songs that 
I like, and best of all, it’s free!
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Financial advice for college students
“Dork Whore” a raunchy, 
yet clever read
Ely Spears
S t a f f  W r i t e r
There I was, in O’Hare airport 
waiting for my 15 hour flight to 
China. What the hell am I going 
to read? I questioned, remember-







shelves of the 
tiny airport 









bought the book, and read it. And 
(pardon my language) it’s darn 
funny.
Iris Bahr, the author of the book, 
pulls no punches. Within the first 
few pages she has already clearly 
laid out her plan to clue us all in 
on her quest to lose her virginity. 
A short and fiery veteran of the 
Israeli army, twenty-one-year old 
Bahr recounts a backpacking trip 
through Asia. Her one and only 
mission on the trip: to let some 
man boldly go where no man had 
gone before… if you know what I 
mean.
The trip begins in Thailand, 
where Iris quickly falls for an Eng-
lish man-whore named Johnny. 
The tension builds as the two ex-
plore the thick Thai country side 
and share some romantic opium 
trips. Upon returning to visit 
some Thai cities, Iris decides to 
make her move. Creeping roman-
tically toward Johnny’s apartment 
bedroom, the anticipation disap-
pears as Johnny audibly reveals 
that he is, uh, “occupied” with 
someone else. Bummer.
The trip moves on to Vietnam, 
where Bahr likes to point out that 
“the official currency of Vietnam is 
the dong. That’s right, the money 
is named after cock.” (It was here 
that I suspected that something 
might not be quite right with 
Ms. Bahr. Later my suspicions 
were con-
firmed when 
I learned that 
she starred in 
the movie Lar-
ry the Cable 
Guy: Health 
Inspector (but 
don’t hold that 
against the 
book, it’s really 




I don’t want 
to ruin any-
more of this hilarious book for 
you. Like how worms throw a 
wrench into Bahr’s sexual plans 
in Vietnam (not literally). Or how 
she comes between two Nepalese 
best friends (also not literally). 
This racy book will keep your 
attention, make you laugh, and 
force you to finish it quickly.
Part of the reason why I would 
recommend this book is that 
there’s just something liberating 
about reading unabashedly gross 
and perverse sentences in the 
midst of awkwardly funny situ-
ations. In its own way, the book 
is clever and witty. So, if you like 
clever, witty toilet humor, this is 
the book for you. If you’re faint of 
heart or have strong objections 
to reading about someone else’s 
moral episodes, then just ad-
mire the funny cover. Either way, 
“Dork Whore” is a solid piece of 
autobiographical humor.
Official Thorn Rating: 3 elephants
David Bander
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Website you should already know about:
www.addictinggames.com
Every Friday the MTV-owned Atom Entertainment site updates with new games to pass the time in Cal-
culus. You can try the new ones or hit up old favorites like Bloons, Kitten Cannon (which kept me going 
through all of my freshman year) or any of the Tower Defense games. The downside of the site is the annoy-
ing ads and popups, which are taken care of easily enough with any sort of ad or popup blocker. 
Website you should try out: 
www.egotastic.com
It may not be safe for work or the front row of class, but sitting in the back row will get you a free ride of 
fun checking out this super-steamy celeb gossip site. Much like TMZ and Perez Hilton, they usually just 
report about top celebs, but if you need to know who is where and wearing (or not wearing) what, this is 
your site.
Website you should go to once: 
www.zombo.com
Next time it is 1 a.m. and you are writing your article for the Thorn still doing Physics homework , take 
ten minutes out of your hectic life and turn up your volume for this site. The longer you listen, the better it 
gets. It will solve all of your problems. It will answer all of your questions. The truth will be revealed. This is 
better with an altered state of mind, so do whatever it is you do to get in the mood – coffee, Mountain Dew, 
or just a lack of sleep will do. 
David Bander’s
Like sports?


















It’s a new kind of 
radio - stations that 










S t o r e  H o u r s . . .
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am
1234 WABASH AVE.
About a month ago, Hugo 
Chavez won a great victory for 
himself.  Not for the people, as 
he always claims to be repre-
senting, but for himself.  He was 
able to have the National Assem-
bly, composed of Chavez sup-
porters, approve the changes to 
the Venezuelan Constitution to 
change 33 of the 350 articles of 
the Constitution.  Is this alarm-
ing enough for anyone yet?  I 
mean, aside from those people 
called political dissidents that 
oppose Chavez and end up in 
prison for it.  They already know 
what is happening over there. 
But, in case you did not know…
First, Chavez has been bud-
dying up to my favorite head of 
state, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.  Aside from buying bil-
lions of dollars of military weap-
ons from good old Russia, he’s 
been stealing all the plays out of 
his playbook!  Come on, we need 
some originality.  First, he wants 
to reform the Constitution, al-
lowing him to be ruler for life 
(Ok, so Putin has not gone that 
far yet, but there are rumors of 
him thinking about it.  That, and 
his party would not mind seeing 
that happen).  Yeah, it would be 
pretty easy to alter the Consti-
tution, especially when all your 
supporters run the National As-
sembly, but you control the bal-
lot boxes when elections come 
around.  And then to jail your 
opponents?  Well, true, he has 
not yet poisoned them with po-
lonium-210, but, Putin has not 
officially yet done that either.
Next, he’s been nationalizing 
all of the major industries in Ven-
ezuela.  Come on, is this really 
what we get to expect from 21st 
Century Socialism?  It honestly 
sounds like the old 20th Cen-
tury Socialism.  There is only so 
much nationalizing of oil, tele-
communications, and electric-
ity sectors that any one dictator 
can do.  Although, now Chavez 
wants to nationalize the Central 
Bank in Venezuela, which would 
give him access to billions of dol-
lars of foreign reserves.  A good 
thing, especially considering 
how it helps his image of rob-
bing the rich to pay for the poor 
and their social services, which 
helps Chavez stay in power.  
Then, there is also the Amer-
ica-baiting.  Sure, it has hap-
pened constantly since 1945, 
but really, does Chavez think the 
USA is going to invade his coun-
try?  Why is it that whenever a 
socialist dictator takes power, 
automatically the capitalist fat-
cats in America want to invade 
that nation?  Does our nation no 
longer have a purpose, but to in-
vade small socialist countries?
Also, apparently dictators-for-
life are now immortal, especially 
those of the socialist persuasion. 
After having shouted “Long live 
Fidel” to a crowd of his support-
ers, Chavez said, “For those who 
want Fidel to die, they are going 
to end up frustrated because Fi-
del Castro will never die.  He will 
always live on.”  Has he discov-
ered the Fountain of Youth?  Or, 
is this a new part of the 21st Cen-
tury Socialism plan?  
So, Chavez is all for the peo-
ple.  Everything is for the people, 
and the people have the power. 
It is amazing then, that he has 
come under fire from the Roman 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 
because all of his proposals are 
drafted behind closed doors 
and do not involve the people. 
Kind of interesting, assuming he 
keeps stating “It’s the power of 
the people.”
Well, you know 
what, if Chavez 
really wants to be 
a wannabe-dic-





and start posing 
shirtless, like in 
the accompanied 
picture, or he 
could start blow-
ing raspberries on little boys’ 
stomachs when he’s walking 
down the street.  He would have 
my vote, I guarantee it.  Not that 
it would really matter at that 
point anymore…
The Bees!
Chavez - the new favorite dictator?
The Rose ThornOPINIONS6
Joseph Ausserer
G u e s t  W r i t e r  
The good news is that we can 
keep using our cell phones.  Sci-
entists announced yesterday 
that cell phones are probably 
not the cause of honey bees’ 
mass die-off.  Wait, I asked my-
self, “Honey bees are dying off?” 
Applying the combined force 
of a Google/Wikipedia search, I 
discovered, that yes, honey bees 
are abandoning their colonies all 
over North America.  Bee farm-
ers, who of course, need bees, 
aren’t happy about this. The 
worst part?  Up until a few days 
ago the primary culprit was cell 
phones.  
I certainly thought it was rea-
sonable.  People can hardly walk 
and talk on a cell phone.  I fig-
ured the bees were probably 
talking on their phones, flying 
off-course, and never finding 
their way back.  
Truthfully, the article explained 
that bees communicate on the 
same frequency that cell phones 
use, so your hour-long talks with 
those significant others jam 
their signals guiding them back 
to the hive.  This would not be 
the first case of signal jamming 
in history.  It wouldn’t even be 
the most recent.  Just last year 
the Air Force announced that 
the B-52 bomber radar shares a 
frequency with satellite televi-
sion.  In the ensuing legal battles, 
the Air Force was ordered off the 
frequency.  Go figure, television 
is more important than national 
defense.  I digress...  Anyways, 
the bee-cell phone theory would 
be great if it weren’t for a) bees 
having been dying off since the 
1980’s and b) there is no widely 
accepted scientific evidence for 
the theory.
Fortunately, scientists have a 
new culprit that would end in 
a choice between cell phones 
and honey (although today most 
honey is synthetic).  Apparently, 
a virus called the Israeli Acute 
Paralysis Virus (IAPV) is causing 
the mass abandonment of colo-
nies in the United States.  Thank 
you Israel for repaying 50 years 
of loyal support and billions in 
military aid by killing our bees. 
Reading on, I found that the vi-
rus isn’t even from Israel (I apol-
ogize to the Israelis for the last 
sentence) but instead from Aus-
tralia.  Yes, it might kill a scientist 
to name something in a fashion 
that makes sense.  Nevertheless, 
the United States imports honey 
bees from Australia, which ap-
parently has doomed our do-
mestic bees.  Talk about a need 
for immigration reform.  Maybe 
if we built a wall across the Pa-
cific and have Homeland Secu-
rity to track bee trafficking…
IAPV has affected between 50% 
and 90% of commercial colonies 
in the last three years.  Having 
not taken Discrete and Combi-
natorial Algebra 1, I can’t prove 
that that is an absurd amount of 
variability, but it seems 
that more research 
needs to be done.  Fur-
thermore, I can think 
of two clear solutions 
not in the article, even 
though my degrees 
here at Rose make my 
opinion on the subject 
worth about as much 
as Maple.  
We could always re-
place the bees here do-
mestically with Austra-
lian honey bees who 
apparently don’t suffer 
from IAPV.  Of course, 
that could have the 
same drastic result as 
introducing rabbits to 
Australia (or Iceland), 
honey suckle to North 
America, and politi-
cians to Washington 
D.C.  The other solu-
tion would be to vac-
cinate every single bee 
in North America.  It 
would be entertaining payback 
for those bee stings accumulat-
ed by humanity over the centu-
ries, disregarding, of course, the 
whole ‘saving their species’ and 
‘honey bees don’t sting argu-
ments.’  
Either way, the bees need our 
help; so, to all you biomedi-
cal and chemistry majors out 
there, get on it.  You could even 
get t-shirts that said, “I saved 
the honey bees and all I got was 
this t-shirt (and the survival of 
modern agriculture).”  Besides 
it would be more interesting 
than homework.  To all you civil 
engineers, please don’t build 
any roads over their colonies; 
they’re already stressed and 
you, as Rose students, should 
know how that feels.  Besides, 
if bees die off, Rose students 
couldn’t be “busy as bees”.  Okay 
that was a stretch.  Now that my 
cell phone is no longer a threat 
to a species survival, I’ve got a 
call to answer.
“”
He should start 






I saved the 
honey bees and 






O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
Do you want to let your opinion be 
heard?  We would love to hear them!
e-mail: opinions@
rose-hulman.edu
Why can’t our leaders be this attractive?  
http://www.cbc.ca/gfx/images/news/photos/2007/08/22/
They look like best friends... 
http://www.robertamsterdam.com/putin_chavez.jpg





     Rose-Hulman               24
     at Earlham                   16
      Women’s Cross Country
 September 1   
        Franklin College Invitational        3rd of 6 teams




     Rose-Hulman              3
     at Greenville               1
September 1
     Rose-Hulman              5
     at Robert Morris         0
September 5
     Rose-Hulman              2




Rose-Hulman                 0
at Benedictine U.           3
Rose-Hulman                 1
at Iowa Wesleyan            3
 September 1
Rose-Hulman                   3
at Westminster U.             1
Rose-Hulman                   3
at Eureka College             1     
Join the Rose-Hulman 
Phonathon Team!
The Rose-Hulman Phonathon is a program that raises funds to support and enhance the 
quality of education at Rose-Hulman.  Each year, students come together to contact thousands of 
alumni, parents, and friends by telephone and help the Annual Giving department raise 
millions of dollars for RHIT.  These gifts all go directly back to RHIT to aid students (that’s 
you!), provide faculty and staff support, enhance technology, help cover the costs of tu-
ition, and so much more.
Many of the student fundraisers fi nd the $9.00 per hour pay to be wonderful, several appreciate 
the convenient location to campus, and others love the fl exible hours.
Sessions are 5:45-9:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, callers pick any two sessions 
they want to work each week and get time off for holidays and fi nals.  And of course, many 
enjoy knowing that every dollar they raise goes directly to Rose-Hulman and 
quality of their own education.
The Phonathon is not a telemarketing job by any means.  Constituents really enjoy hear-
ing from students at Rose-Hulman, which gives students the opportunity to build a rapport with 
alumni and engage in the Rose-Hulman community.  And unlike most student jobs, the 
Phonathon is a fun place to work.  There are weekly pizza nights, team competitions, night-
ly incentives, and frequent celebrations for achieving goals.
If you’re interested in becoming a part of the Rose-Hulman Phonathon 
team, feel free to call 877-8217, e-mail annualfund@rose-hulman.edu, 




     Rose-Hulman                 4
     at Greenville                  0
September 1
     Rose-Hulman                 4
     at Robert Morris            0
September 6
     Rose-Hulman                 7




     Marian College              6
     at Rose-Hulman             3
      Men’s Cross Country
 September 1   
        Franklin College Invitational        3rd of 6 teams
        Franklin, IN
Rose-Hulman News
The Rose football team rushed 
for 214 yards, led by a career-high 
116 from junior Tim Schrock, 
to retain the Battle of the Bor-
ders broadsword for the seventh 
straight year in a 24-16 win over 
Earlham College on Saturday.
The Engineers gained 335 
yards of total offense, with soph-
omore Derek Eitel completing 12 
of 25 passes for 121 yards and a 
touchdown for the balanced at-
tack.  Senior Nate Richter led the 
receiving corps with four recep-
tions for 45 yards and one touch-
down.
Senior Randy Kerns completed 
19 of 35 passes for 227 yards and 
two touchdowns to lead the Earl-
ham offense.  Senior Joe White 
hauled in six passes for 97 passes 
and one touchdown, with a long 
of 37, for the Quakers.
Defensively, junior Paul Spreen 
led the Engineers with seven tack-
les, two sacks and 3.5 tackles-for-
loss.  Senior Bill Guiney also had 
seven stops, while freshman Matt 
Behling added 2.5 tackles-for-
loss and a pair of sacks among his 
three stops. 
“Earlham battles and we can 
never seem to put them away. 
We either jump to a big lead and 
they come back, or it’s been a 
stalemate.  It’s always a battle to 
the end, and I’m obviously happy 
with the win,” said Rose-Hulman 
head coach Steve Englehart.
Rose-Hulman jumped out to a 
7-0 lead on its fi rst possession of 
the 2007 season.  The Engineers 
marched 41 yards in eight plays, 
with Eitel scampering nine yards 
on fourth-and-eight to keep the 
drive alive. 
The sophomore quarterback 
then hit Richter on a 14-yard 
scoring strike to give the Engi-
neers the lead.
Earlham answered with a 16-
play, 74-yard march to close 
within 7-3 late in the fi rst quar-
ter.  Alexander Cogbill hit a 24-
yard fi eld goal to cap the scoring 
march.
The Engineers increased their 
lead to 10-3 on the next posses-
sion.  Rose-Hulman marched 42 
yards in 11 plays, before senior 
Jeremy Sharp booted a 37-yard 
fi eld goal to push the advantage 
to a touchdown.
Rose-Hulman’s lead grew to 17-
3 just two minutes later, after an 
interception by sophomore Drew 
Christy placed the ball on the 22-
yard line.  Two plays later, junior 
Bryan Wong sprinted 11 yards for 
a touchdown.
Earlham responded with a 
13-play, 69-yard drive to move 
within 17-9 with 1:34 left in the 
opening half.  Kerns connected 
with Kyle Ripperger on a 15-yard 
scoring strike to cap the march. 
Rose-Hulman senior Matt Gerths 
blocked the extra point to keep 
the lead at eight.
The Engineers opened the 
scoring in the second half with a 
whopping 20-play scoring drive. 
Rose-Hulman marched 86 yards 
in the series, with Eitel scoring 
from two yards out to make the 
score 24-9 and give the defensive 
unit a nearly nine-minute rest.
 Earlham closed the scoring 
with a fi ve-play, 87-yard march 
early in the fourth quarter.  Kerns 
connected with White on a 28-
yard scoring strike with 12:00 left 
to make the score 24-16.
After Rose-Hulman was forced 
to punt, the Engineer defense 
forced a key interception that 
helped secure the win.  Senior 
Alex Dimoff made the pick in 
Earlham territory with 6:43 left. 
The Engineers relied on two fi rst 
downs to run the clock to 2:46, 
then turned the ball over on 
downs at the Earlham 31-yard 
line.
Rose-Hulman’s defense made a 
critical stand to fi nish the victory. 
The Engineers forced three con-
secutive incompletions to White 
as Earlham turned the ball over 
on downs.  Schrock then sprinted 
22 yards on a key third-down run 
to milk the remaining seconds off 
the clock.
“I’m proud of the way we 
played.  We overcame adversity, 
the defense played very well 
again, and the offense was good 
at times today,” said Englehart.
Rose-Hulman improved to 1-
0 on the season, while Earlham 
drops to 0-1.  The Engineers trav-
el to the College of Mount St. Jo-
seph next Saturday night for the 
fi rst HCAC game of the season.
Rose retains broadsword
Nate Richter opened the 2007 




Senior Julie Roebel tied a school 
record with three goals to lead 
Rose past St. Mary-of-the-Woods 
7-1 in women’s soccer action on 
Thursday.
Roebel scored 
the fi rst three 
goals for the 
Engineers to re-
cord her third 
career hat trick. 
The fi rst tied the 
score at 1-1 on 
a pass from Jen-
nifer Gordon at 
18:06.
Roebel’s sec-
ond score came 
on a steal and 
subsquent pass 
from senior Sar-
ah Graber.  The 
third followed 
on another pass 
from Gordon, 
the school record 27th career as-
sist for the senior.
St. Mary-of-the-Woods opened 
the scoring with a counter goal at 
5:43.  Erin Pugh tallied her fi rst 
goal of the season, on a pass from 
Paige Gill.
Engineer freshman Caroline 
Bundrick rounded out the fi rst 
half scoring with an unassisted 
goal at 29:54.  Bundrick dribbled 
through a pair of defenders, then 
scored on a drive through an-
other gaggle of 
defenders.
Junior Jen Ly-
man added the 
fi fth Rose-Hul-
man goal of the 
day on a strike 
from the top of 
the box.  Graber 
pitched in her 
fi rst goal of the 




R i c h a r d s o n 
rounded out the 
scoring with her 
third goal of the 
season, on a shot 
in front due to a 
pass from freshman Annmarie 
Stanley.
Rose-Hulman improved to 3-
0 on the season and returns to 
action on Saturday at Earlham 
College.  St. Mary-of-the-Woods 
dropped to 0-2 on the campaign.
Rose wins big at 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods






1996: T u p a c Shakur is 
shot several times in Las Ve-
gas.  A gangster rapper and 
ocular penetrator, he joined 
JFK and Abraham Lincoln as 
ocular-penetrating badasses 
who were shot. 
All unattributed material written by Alex Clerc, award-winning journalist... ocular penetration was used as a euphemism, defi nitely not for anything to do with the skull.  The Beast is real, and you can buy your Beast ocular penetration t-shirt by going to www.skull-beast.
com.  Been to Java City yet?  The mayan mocha is to die for - even better than the poster.  Yes, that is a real picture of Dr. Tom.  I like eating candy.  Like to draw?  Draw me - I’ll put it on the fl ipside.  After this I’m going to Sonka’s to drink some quarter beers - ocularly. 
The EIC’s Probing 
Question of the Week
Jenny Hancock - Conspiracy Photographer
Aaron Meles
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f
Hello adoring readers! Who of 
you don’t like contests? And since 
you’re looking at this page, I as-
sume you are at least partial to 
laughing. In a miraculous and, I 
must say, brilliant epiphany the 
other day, I have concocted an 
incredible way to marry these 
two seemingly dissimilar con-
cepts into one grand hilarious 
contest!
Each week, I will ask you, the 
reader, an incredibly personal 
and probing question that not 
only delves into the deepest 
reaches of your soul, but also 
tests your knowledge of popular 
culture. Then, after much intro-
spection, you will send me the 
most knee-slapping yet appro-
priate response you can think of 
by e-mailing to fl ipside@rose-
hulman.edu. 
The following week, I will 
highlight the best and funniest 
responses worthy of honorable 
mentions, then crown that week’s 
EIC’s Probe Winner, who will be 
the recipient of a fabulous prize!
I can tell you’re all excited. And 
although I am a big fan of delayed 
gratifi cation, I won’t hold you in 
suspense any longer. Here’s the 
contest’s inaugural question: 
How would you describe your 
love life using only a movie 
quote? 
When responding, remember 
to include your name, the quote, 
the character who delivered the 
line, and the name of the movie. 
Remember, all responses go to 





THE BEAST ABDUCTS 
WOMEN AND EATS
CREATIONIST BABIES!
Terre Haute, Indiana — An-
thropologists around the 
world are hailing the discovery 
of “the Beast” as the missing 
piece to the puzzle of man-
kinds’ origins.  Yet residents of 
the smelly town of Terre Haute, 
Indiana live in terror : THE 
BEAST FEASTS ON THE FLESH 
OF HUMANS AND POOPS ON 
OLD LADIES’ LAWNS!!!
“That ther critter ate mah leg 
whul I was on my truck bash-
in’!” said local Ricky Skraggs af-
ter a fun Friday night turned in 
to an APALLINGLY APPETIZ-
ING AMPUTATION.
As the Beast continues to 
run amuck, scientists struggle 
in their attempts to classify it.
“I thought Homo erectus 
would be the most appropriate 
name, but it was already tak-
en... we’ll just call him homo 
for now,” said Dr. Wronglove.
Scientifi c classifi cations 
aside,  the once-happy citizens 
of Terre Haute will need more 
than name-calling to stop the 
Beast’s RUTHLESS RAMPAGE.
Matt Melton
S t a f f  W r i t e r
College Survivor:
Rose vs. Purdue
Following last week’s poison 
ivy debacle(leaves of three, let 
them be, not drink like tea!), 
Purdue attempts to regain what’s 
left of its settlement…and dig-
nity. Rose’s Overt Underground 
Catapulter of Humans (OUCH) 
turned out to be more accurate 
than previously thought, gently 
returning the Purdue ambush 
team on top of their base via 
airmail. The Purdue ladies, 
however, were allowed, even 
encouraged, to remain at Rose’s 
site, although communication 
between the Purdue women and 
Rose men has been stutter-fi lled 
at best. Meanwhile, the mem-
bers of Team Rose put the fi nal 
touches on their in-ground pool, 
complete with water slide and 
coconut bar. Their next project 
is building a racquetball court, 
which should start next week. 
There had been talks about 
building Broadband Internet ac-
cess, but the producers decided 
against it, as it would cause the 
Rose team to become hermits 
inside their tiki huts.
James Zhou
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Imagine my surprise and hor-
ror upon my return to Rose-Hul-
man to discover that a foul vari-
ety of creatures have made her 
hallowed grounds their home for 
the winter. These nasty, foul-tem-
pered beasts swarm the grounds, 
pollute the lake, and push us all a 
little bit closer towards the edge 
of insanity with their arrogance 
and stupidity. Also, there seems 
to be a bit of a goose problem. 
But no matter, as Rose students 
we shall persevere! Of course, per-
severance counts for damn little 
when you are trying to fi t thirty 
hours of homework into the little 
three hour block between return-
ing to your room from playing 
Halo/drinking/partying drink-
ing/trying on shoes (ratios, any-
one?) [Jokes aren’t funny if you 
have to explain them – ed.] [Shut 
up, this is my article and I’ll ex-
plain whatever the heck I want 
you incredibly intelligent human 
being.] and when the morning 
bell rings. Thus, in order to pass 
and get competitive wages in a 
fun work environment at the of-
fi ces of the sponsors of the Thorn 
means we must rend the laws 
of the natural world in order to 
burden our unnatural workload. 
Sadly, only seniors are allowed to 
take the 600 level courses which 
actually teach you how to per-
form such rending. Ah, I would 
gladly give your life to sneak into 
the insidiously tempting PH666 
Elementary Chaos Linearization 
and Null Dimension Retraction 
course, where I hear they explain 
how to use the number zero to 
make the universe throw up. Of 
course, I suppose you can give 
up playing Halo/drinking/par-
tying drinking/trying on shoes 
and start working earlier, but that 
would be such a nerdy thing to 
do and that stuff just doesn’t be-
long at Rose. I mean, wouldn’t 
you rather be kind of a big deal 
and have some people know of 
you as such? 
Anyway, the fi rst week is over 
and most of us are still here. I 
don’t actually have transporta-
tion away from this place, but 
that would hardly be a signifi -
cant piece of information. To the 
survivors, I have a few parting 
phrases:
1) Sleep is for the weak.
2) Flattery will get you every-
where.
3) Bad things that don’t happen 
to you are funny.
4) Vitamins and other legal 
health supplements are awe-
some.
5) You can live on Mountain 
Dew and pizza, but you must re-
member not to shower or you’ll 
wash all the nutrients off yourself. 
Plus, such a diet has the mysteri-
ous power to keep people from 
spying on you.
6) Geese can process ARA food 
into delicious nutrients. Consid-
er capturing one and using it to 
convert cafeteria “food” into an 
edible form.
7) The word “few”, and its asso-
ciates such as “light” and “easy” 








“ M a r r i e d 
people do 
date... you just have a lim-
ited choice of who you go 
out with.” - Dr. Bremmer
“First lesson for today, don’t 
get fat.” – Dr. Lugenbiehl, 
who teaches by example
“Would you grow hair in the 
afterlife?” – Dr. Lugenbie-
hl, on the need for barbers 
in Heaven
“I dream I’m Hitler.” – Dr. 
Lugenbiehl, on reincarna-
tion
“A baby is just a highly regu-
lated tumor” - Dr. Antho-
ny, who has procreation 
down to a science
“The prime ages have been 
good to me.” - Dr. Evans, 
who can’t wait for her 
7,919th birthday
Wacky prof quotes
A New Year has Come
Why oh why did the end not come? 
I was promised cookies. And hellfi re, 
but I wasn’t listening after cookies.
RoseView: Let’s see what’s on...
Jenny Hancock - Cartoonist
At the St. Mary of the 
Woods Porch Dance...
At the RHIT 
Dork Dance...
Any ocular resemblance to Aaron Meles is conspiracy theory BS.
